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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director of Central Intelligence
ATTENTION ! Mr. Enno Knoche

SUBJECT t  Preliminary Evaluation of Situation
Summary on Developments in North Viet-
nam and the Lao Corrjdor during the
Period 22 February to 1 March 1963.

1. The information contained in this summary dis-
closed very little activity both in Southern Laos and the
contiguous areas of North Vietnam. 1In view of what we
know must be taking place in this area, this summary
serves to substantiate the difficulty of security reli-
able intelligence on the scope of North Vietnamese support
for the Viet Cong and the Pathet Lao.

Laos
25X1
2. Recent reports
failed to indicate a signmrTicant bulld-up in either Neu-
tralist or Pathet Lao military capability, | 25X1

3. An item of unusual interest is the reported
reduction in the number of buildings-~from 43 to 18~w
at Tchepone Fort. Tchepone since May 1961 has been

formation of the coalition government in June 1962,
It is likely, however, that Tchepone--accessibile by
fair weather road from North Vietnam--remains g key
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North Vietnam

4. Information on facilities and activities in
North Vietnam was more comprehensive, but little of this
can be directly linked to military developments in Laos
and South Vietnam. Construction is reported at two
airfields in North Vietnam, one northwest of Hanoi and
one in southern North Vietnam near Vinh, The former
field, when completed, could be in excess of 10,000
feet in length. This would provide the capital city

with an airbase capable of landing the heavy transport 25X1

aircraft/

5. Evidence in this report also confirmed the
activation of a new airfield at Kep Ha, located some .
40 miles northeast of Hanni i | %g§]

6. Four piston engine "fighters" were reported at
Cat Bi airfield; further analyses will probably reveal
that these are trainers, North Vietnam is not known to
have any combat aircraft at this time. | 25X1

7., Several ground forces installations are also
apparently being enlarged. Major encampments that have
shown some expansion over the past six months are located
at Son Tay, Vinh, and Dong Hoi. A1l1l of these are known
locations of large ground force elements,

8. An apparently new installation:bhas been estab-
lished at Dong Le near the coast above Vinh. It con-
sists of 39 barracks, 75 warehouses, and about 40 sup-
port buildings. This may indicate an increases of troop
strength along the coastal areas of southern North Viet-
nam.

9. Activity on both highway and rail systems ap-
pears to be normal to below normal. The reported total
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10, An installation sighted just west of Thanh Hoa
could representl "a previously 25X1
reported biolog artare research facility." This
installation co ildings and is enclosed in
25X1 2 secure area. no previous information
25X1 [ iological warfare research facility near
Thanh Hoa. The 330 Infantry Division is also located at

Thanh Hoa, and this facility may be related to this unit's
training activities.

25X1 \J For the DDI
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